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Dear Parents and Friends,
There is always something uniquely satisfying about the 
end of the zman. It gives us a chance to step back, reflect 
on where the year began, and appreciate just how much 
has taken place along the way.

That’s what this newsletter represents to me.

You will read about new programs, campus improvements, 
special visitors, and exciting opportunities that have 
become part of TTI. Each of these developments is a source 
of pride and reflects a yeshiva that continues to grow and 
move forward.

But the real story of the year is our talmidim.

At the beginning of each school year, our talmidim arrive 
with their own strengths, personalities, and aspirations. 
And by the time the year comes to a close, it is remarkable 
to see how much they have grown. 

It is a privilege to watch that growth unfold. We see it in the 
Beis Medrash—in the seriousness and energy our talmidim 
bring to their learning, in the desire to push themselves 
further, and in the growing depth and independence they 
develop over the course of the year. There is a genuine 
kol Torah in the yeshiva, created by bochurim who value 
their learning, enjoy learning together, and are constantly 
looking to accomplish more.

But that growth does not stop at the doors of the Beis 
Medrash. We see it in the classroom, where talmidim are 
challenged academically and given opportunities to think, 

create, and achieve. We see it in the friendships they form, 
in the way older talmidim encourage younger ones, and in 
the many informal moments that shape the culture of a 
yeshiva.

That balance is something we value deeply: a yeshiva with 
a serious commitment to shteiging, together with strong 
academics, meaningful relationships, and an environment 
in which each talmid can continue to develop his strengths.

As our talmidim grew, both individually and collectively, 
we are grateful that the yeshiva itself continued to 
grow alongside them. Our expanded programming and 
campus improvements have created new opportunities to 
strengthen both the learning and the overall experience of 
our talmidim.

We are deeply grateful to our outstanding rebbeim and 
teachers, who invest so much of themselves in every 
talmid, and to our parents for the trust they place in us and 
for the partnership we share.

As you turn these pages, I hope you will enjoy seeing 
glimpses of what made this past year so memorable. 
More than anything, though, I hope you see what we 
are privileged to see every day: a vibrant yeshiva filled 
with young bnei Torah who are deepening their learning, 
refining their middos, striving for more, and developing 
the relationships, skills, and confidence that will carry 
them forward to greatness.
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Upward 
Updates:
Expanding for excellence

Expanded Beis Medrash Program for Seniors
Second seder took on a whole new dimension this year 
for our seniors, and some eleventh graders as well. Under 
the dedicated supervision of Rabbi Avi Kurtzer, the BMP 
program was expanded, offering several new options for 
independent learning for older high school students. 

Afternoons began daily with a mussar seder led by a 
rotation of the yeshiva’s rabbeim. From there, all the 
seniors continued with a bekius seder that allowed 
them to experience independent beis medrash learning 
with chavrusos, with the guidance and support of Rabbi 
Kurtzer, an important step toward the transition to full-
time learning next year. 

While the entire senior class participated in second seder 
in the Beis Medrash, half of the class took on the added 
commitment of remaining and learning for the full seder.  
Particularly noteworthy were four advanced eleventh-
grade talmidim who committed to the full second seder, 
giving up personal time and taking an accelerated General 
Studies schedule to make their participation possible.

The impact of the program could be felt throughout the 
Beis Medrash. The combined energy of the high school 
and Beis Medrash talmidim learning side by side added 
another level of vibrancy to the room and strengthened 
the overall kol Torah.
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Upward in General Studies
TTI’s commitment to excellence extends throughout the General 
Studies program as well. With an outstanding faculty, our talmidim 
are challenged to think critically, work independently, and develop 
the skills they will need well beyond high school.

One of this year’s standout developments was the continued 
growth of our Science and STEM program. 

Science and STEM:
Dynamic discovery

One of this year’s most exciting and welcome additions came in 
the form of our dynamic new science teacher, Mr. Chase Anselmo. 
Mr. Anselmo has brought both academic rigor and genuine 
enthusiasm to the science program, creating classes that are 
engaging, challenging, and increasingly hands-on. 

“Mr. Anselmo makes science very interactive and brings what 
we’re learning to life,” shares Henoch Kaufman. “Instead of 
only learning concepts in theory, we get to build projects and 
actually see how they work. It makes the material easier to 
understand and remember- and it makes the class a lot of fun.”

Mr. Anselmo has also taken our voluntary STEM program to the 
next level. During their afternoon break, students regularly join 
Mr. Anselmo to design, build, experiment, and test a variety of 
engineering projects. The program gives students an opportunity 
to apply scientific concepts and experience how those ideas work 
in practical applications. 
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New Pickleball and Volleyball Court
We were so pleased to install a beautiful new multipurpose pickleball and 
volleyball court at the beginning of the school year. Built with specialized 
tiles that are aesthetically pleasing and designed to quickly drain away water, 
the court enhanced the campus grounds while creating a popular space for 
recreation and camaraderie.

Special thanks to Judah and Magi Katav, whose generous contribution helped 
bring this beautiful new addition to the campus to fruition.

Beautifying our Beis Medrash 
It’s the heartbeat of every Yeshiva: The Beis Medrash. 

This year marked the beginning of a major renovation of the Beis Medrash, 
where our Talmidim spend the most pivotal parts of their day. 

Even before the project’s completion, the renovations have already created a 
more beautiful and uplifting atmosphere—one more reflective of the central 
role the Beis Medrash plays in the yeshiva.

We are grateful to Yehuda and Nina Istrin and Eli and Dana Taberia for their 
support of this important project.

With the project nearing completion, the new zman will begin in a Beis Medrash 
that feels newly inspiring. 

A Window into Torah
The renovated Beis Medrash will also feature a beautiful new glass-walled 
additional study room. Open to the Beis Medrash around it yet secluded in 
its own area, this room will hold an extensive English seforim library and give 
groups a quiet space to learn while still remaining connected to the greater 
Beis Medrash. It will also house the senior kollel, led by Rabbi Aryeh Rodin, 
with a dedicated place to learn while remaining connected to the vibrant קול 

.filling the room each day התורה

Building Toward Elul
The yeshiva’s investment doesn’t end when the school year does. This summer, 
we’re focusing on improvements to the main campus bathrooms, and a major 
upgrade to the high school dormitory. Plans include a new kitchen for student 
use and a dedicated workout room. 

We are deeply grateful to Rabbi Ariel and Chaya Fishman for their significant 
support of the dormitory upgrades and the continued enhancement of the 
student experience.

Stay tuned for updates as we build it forward!

Infrastructure 
Investments: 
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Beyond the Classroom, 
Above the Basics:

Voluntary Learning
One of the hallmarks of the TTI experience are the shiurim that take 
place simply because our talmidim and the community want to learn 
and connect, outside their regular schedule and even outside the 
yeshiva walls.

Rabbi Pacht’s Shabbos Maseches Megillah shiur at Ohev Shalom, held 
after davening, was well attended by talmidim throughout the year – 
including much of bein hazmanim!

A Sunday-night Maseches Megillah shiur led by Rabbi Pam in Plano also 
enjoyed consistent participation throughout the year.

These programs join TTI’s longstanding extra learning opportunities, 
including Rabbi Kaufman’s popular Wednesday-night shiur. Each week, 
the Rosh Yeshiva presents a lomdishe Mishmar shailah for the talmidim 
to analyze, debate, and discuss, creating a lively back-and-forth of Torah.

Tuesday Night Mishmar
TTI also opens its doors each Tuesday night to seventh- and eighth-
grade boys from across the community for a popular weekly Mishmar 
program. The younger students learn with TTI rebbeim and talmidim 
and enjoy an evening that combines Torah learning with sports, prizes, 
and great food. The program gives younger boys an opportunity to 
experience the warmth, energy, and kol Torah of the yeshiva firsthand. 

Community-Based Shiurim
TTI’s rebbeim are a familiar presence in batei medrashim throughout 
the Dallas community, sharing their Torah with adults and community 
members week after week. At Ohev Shalom, Rabbi Pacht gives a weekly 
Navi shiur, Rabbi Kaufman delivers a weekly Iyun Chaburah, and Rabbi 
Pam gives a weekly Iyun shiur. At the Sephardic Torah Center, Rabbi 
Meltzer gives a weekly Navi shiur.

One Night. One Roof. One Community.
Four to five times each year, TTI hosts Yeshiva Night, bringing lomdei 
Torah from throughout the Dallas community together for an evening 
of learning under one roof. The Beis Medrash fills with maggidei shiur 
and participants representing shuls from across the Metroplex, with 
multiple shiurim and chaburos taking place simultaneously. The result is 
a packed Beis Medrash and a powerful communal kol Torah—different 
shuls and kehillos learning side by side as one Torah community. 

Extending the Reach of Torah
This year, the yeshiva launched Chinuch Minutes, a popular weekly 
online series offering short, focused messages of insight and inspiration. 
A new installment was distributed weekly for more than 20 weeks, 
reaching participants across the country and around the world. The 
series joins Rabbi Kaufman’s Mishnah Yomi, Nach Yomi shiurim, and 
other online learning initiatives that have reached a broad audience 
over the years.
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Welcoming Greatness: 
Distinguished Torah guests

Each year, TTI is privileged to welcome chashuve guest speakers—
from gedolei Torah and roshei kollel to distinguished rabbanim and 
other inspiring personalities. This year, we were especially zoche to 
host several remarkable Torah leaders who shared their wisdom and 
divrei chizuk with our talmidim.

Chacham Yitzchak Yosef
Welcoming Chacham Yitzchak Yosef, former Sephardic Chief Rabbi 
of Israel and Rishon LeZion, was a memorable and dignified occasion. 
His visit brought a special sense of kavod and excitement to the 
yeshiva as he shared inspiring divrei chizuk with the talmidim.

Rav Yaakov Aharon Skoczylas
Rav Skoczylas, a Rosh Kollel in Eretz Yisrael, renowned for his focus 
on halachah and as a mechaber sefarim, addressed the high school 
talmidim and delivered an in-depth shiur to the Beis Medrash, 
which many high school students joined as well. We are grateful to 
Aaron and Dalia Yurowitz for helping bring Rav Skoczylas to TTI and 
making this special visit possible.

Rabbi Avi Pekier
Rabbi Avi Pekier, Head of School of Torah Day School of Dallas, 
joined TTI as the guest speaker at this year’s Chanukah mesibah. 
His visit was especially meaningful for the many TTI talmidim who 
are graduates of Torah Day School, giving them the opportunity to 
once again hear words of chizuk from a menahel who has played, 
and continues to play, an important role in their growth.

Rabbi Daniel Mechanic
Rabbi Daniel Mechanic gave the talmidim valuable perspective on 
how to articulate their emunah while navigating the contemporary 
challenges facing young adults.

Powerful Perspective
The yeshiva hosted fascinating speakers who brought broader 
historical and real-world perspectives to the talmidim. One 
standout was Ran Bar-Yehoshafat, a senior IDF officer, who 
shared firsthand experiences from the post-October 7 war. 

The courage, responsibility, and sacrifice of the Israeli soldiers 
came alive through his personal stories and battlefield 
accounts. Our students connected in a uniquely authentic 
way with their brothers in Eretz Yisrael through his portrayal. 
Special thanks to Lior and Aliza Goldstein for helping bring 
Ran Bar-Yehoshafat to TTI and making this powerful firsthand 
presentation possible.
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A Summer Zman in the Best Place on Earth
Our Beis Medrash bachurim spent the summer learning and growing in Eretz Yisrael, joined by several 
high school students in this special experience. 

The intensive learning and immersion in the avira d’ara combined to create a truly transformative time. 
The talmidim experienced Eretz Yisrael together—spending quality time with their rebbeim, visiting 
mekomos hakedoshim, traveling the country, and simply enjoying the time together that added another 
dimension to the overall experience. 

Among the highlights were private meetings with Rav Moshe Elyashiv, shlita, in his kollel, and with 
Rav Moshe Sternbuch, shlita. Rav Moshe emphasized the importance of clarity in pshat and consistent 
chazarah, reminding the talmidim that review is what allows learning to truly become one’s own. He 
also offered practical guidance in avodas Hashem, encouraging them to keep their minds connected to 
Torah even outside the walls of the Beis Medrash.

The opportunity to spend time in the presence of such distinguished talmidei chachamim left a lasting 
impression on the talmidim and added a special dimension to their summer.
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Looking forward to another great year!

Looking Ahead: 
Welcoming the 
Dallas North Kollel

Next year, the TTI Beis Medrash will welcome an 
exciting new addition: the Dallas North Kollel, 
under the leadership of Rabbi Hillel Brody and 
Rabbi Menachem Zev Kramer.

Each morning, the kollel’s avreichim will join the 
yeshiva for morning seder, bringing another level 
of energy and serious learning into an already 
vibrant Beis Medrash and offering opportunities 
for talmidim to discuss topics in learning with 
more advanced talmidei chachamim.

Texas Torah Institute
6506 Frankford Road
Dallas, Texas 75252
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